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BY  LEON  GREENBAUM 

HE  basis  of  primitive  Christi- 


anity was  and  still  is  spiritual 


God,  spiritual  Man,  and  the 
spiritual  Universe.  By  spiritual,  Ave 
mean  that  which  is  infinite  and  limit- 
less, having  neither  beginning  nor  end ; 
that  which  is  incorporeal,  which  means 
not  confined  in  a  physical  body  or  phy- 
sical boundaries;  that  which  is  har- 
monious, immutable,  immortal,  divine, 
eternal.  Therefore  God  is  an  infinite, 
universal,  and  all  pervading  j^ower, 
presence,  and  intelligence. 

God  is  omnipotent,  omnipresent,  and 
omniscient — "One  God  and  Father  of 
all.  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all, 
and  in  you  all."  When  we  speak  of 
spiritual  Man,  we  mean  the  highest 
type  of  creature,  instrument,  or  agency 
which  God  would  be  capable  of  creat- 
ing, and  this  would  necessarily^  be  His 
own  image  and  likeness.  The  image 
and  likeness  of  God  would  necessarily 
reflect  or  think  God's  ideas,  as  God  re- 
flects or  thinks;  he  Avould  express  or 
feel  God's  ideas  as  God  expresses  and 
feels  them ;  and  he  would  represent 


and  execute  the  ideas  of  God  divinely 
in  actual  experience.  The  Master 
said,  "The  Son  can  do  nothing  of  him- 
self, but  what  he  seeth  the  Father  do; 
for  what  things  soever  he  doeth,  these 
also  doeth  the  Son  lilcewise." 
"  When  we  speak  of  the  spiritual  uni- 
verse, we  mean  the  universe  of  things 
which  we  mentally  understand  and 
comprehend,  and  which  are  in  their 
nature  infinite  (without  beginning  or 
end;  limitless);  incorporeal  (not  com- 
prised in  a  physical  body  or  in  physi- 
cal boundaries)  ;  which  are  in  their 
nature  harmonious,  immutable,  immor- 
tal, divine,  eternal. 

Primitive  Christianity  therefore  not 
alone  comprehended  spiritual  God, 
spiritual  Man,  and  a  spiritual  Uni- 
verse, but  it  necessarily  comprised  the 
understanding  that  the  entire  universe 
was  and  is  composed  of  a  substance 
that  is  spiritual,  and  that  no  such  thing 
as  material  substance  exists  in  a  mind 
which  imderstands  things  as  they  real- 
ly are  instead  of  what  they  seem  to  be. 
"Faith  (spiritual  comprehension)  is 
the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  the 
evidence  of  things  not  seen."  "When  a 
man  looks  away  from  earth  to  heaven 
he  exclianges  a  finite  for  an  infinite 
vision  of  things.  That  which  reveals 
the  universe  is  not  the  telescope,  that 
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which  beholds  the  glories  of  heaven  is 
not  his  physical  eyes,  but  tlie  mind 
within  himself,  which  exists  within 
and  without  himself  and  everywhere. 

Infinite  Mind  is  the  stone  v»rhich  was 
rejected  by  the  builders  in  matter,  and 
which  is  become  "the  headstone  of  the 
corner"  to  the  builders  in  Spirit. 

Primitive  Christianity  was  not  alone 
based  upon  spiritual  God.  spiritual 
Man,  and  the  spiritual  Universe,  but 
also  upon  the  unity  of  these  three  in 
One,  a  trinity  in  unity.  Jesus  exempli- 
fied this  fact  in  his  mastery  over  what 
we  call  "nature,"  and  his  ability  to  re- 
verse the  physical  laws  of  cause  and 
effect,  including  the  healing  of  sick- 
ness and  sin,  and  the  resurrection  of 
the  dead.  He  stated  explicitly  that 
this  was  an  understanding  and  power 
to  be  exercised  for  all  time,  and  by  all 
men,  saying,  "He  that  believeth  on  me, 
the  works  that  I  do  shall  he  do  also, 
and  greater  works  than  these  shall  he 
do.  for  I  go  imto  the  Father."  He 
furthermore  said,  "At  that  day  ye  sliall 
know  that  I  am  in  my  Father,  and  ye 
in  me,  and  T  in  you.  The  Kingdom  of 
God  Cometh  not  with  observation : 
neither  shall  they  say,  lo  here  or  lo 
there !  for  behold,  the  Kingdom  of  God 
is  within  you." 

This  teaching  of  primitive  Christi- 
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anitv,  of  the  spiritual  unity  or  oneness 
of  God,  Man,  and  the  Universe,  was 
expresed  in  the  words,  "I  and  my 
Father  are  one.  The  Father  dwelleth 
in  me  and  I  dwell  in  the  Father.  In 
Him  we  live  and  move  and  have  our 
being."  The  primitive  Christian  tried 
to  think,  feel,  speak  and  act  about  all 
things,  as  though  all  things  and  all  men 
were  spiritual,  and  he  understood  the 
science  of  Christianity  so  well  that  he 
could  look  beneath  the  surface  of  men 
and  things,  and  find  the  spiritual  sub- 
stance and  reality  that  he  Avas  looking 
for. 

That  primitive  Christianity  was  a 
divine,  metaphysical,  science, — exact, 
systematized  and  demonstrable,  is 
proven  in  a  remarkable  way  by  the  fact 
(characteristic  of  every  science)  that  it 
was  exactlv  understood.  They  were 
"like-minded  one  toward  another," 
they  had  "One  Lord,  one  faith,  one  , 
baptism,"  and  they  glorified  God  with 
"one  mind  and  one  mouth." 

The  fact  that  such  an  exact  under- 
standing of  an  exact  science  could  be 
jjreserved  for  nearly  three  hundred 
years  without  text-books  or  Bibles  for 
general  distribution,  is  an  achievement 
of  monumental  proportions,  which  has 
been  overlooked,  and  for  which  over- 
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lasting  praise  is  due  tlie  great  Master 
and  Teacher,  and  his  discijDles. 

But  the  supreme,  all-convincing 
proof  that  primitive  Christianity,  was 
an  exact,  demonstrable  spiritual  science, 
was  its  power  to  transform  human 
nature, — its  spiritual  alchemy,  whereby 
it  changed  man  from  the  brute  animal 
into  a  new  creature  in  Christ.  "If  any 
man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature; 
old  things  are  passed  away;  behold,  all 
things  are  become  new." 

The  primitive  Christians  looked  for 
and  found  the  divine  qualities  in  each 
other  (the  spiritual  exemplification  of 
Life  epitomized  in  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount)  ;  and  as  these  were  the  God- 
like qualities,  which  they  worshipped, 
they  naturallv  loved  the  divine  nature 
in  each  other.  The}^  regarded  them- 
selves individually  and  collectively  as 
the  spiritual  children  of  one  Father, 
forming  one  universal  spiritual  com- 
munity ;  each  for  all  and  all  for  each ; 
on  the  scientific  basis  that  what  blesses 
one  blesses  all.  In  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles  we  read  that  "The  multitude 
of  them  that  believed  were  of  one  heart 
nnd  of  one  soul;  neither  said  any  of 
them  that  ought  of  the  things  which 
he  posses'^ed  was  his  own;  but  they  had 
all  things  common." 

Having  such  a  spirit  as  this,  it  was 
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impossible  for  men  who  gsive  their 
entire  mind,  heart,  and  life  to  preach- 
ing, healing,  and  regeneration,  to  weigh 
such  a  divine  service  by  any  liuman 
standard — in  pounds  and  ounces;  yards 
or  inches;  or  in  dollars  and  cents.  To 
do  so  was  to  depreciate  a  service  that 
was  priceless;  to  belittle  it;  to  deter- 
iorate it;  to  drag  it  down  to  a  sordid 
and  mercenary  basis.  It  would  have 
been  sacrilege — it  would  have  destroyed 
in  themselves  that  spirit  which  imbued 
them  with  power  to  raise  the  dead.  A 
spirit  like  this,  so  high  that  it  trans- 
formed, and  healed,  and  resurrected, 
was  all  the  more  able  to  do  these 
things,  because  it  had  no  fear  either  of 
lack  of  food  in  its  own  stomach,  or  of 
ingratitude  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

When  Peter  in  response  to  a  question 
of  the  Master  said,  "Thou  art  the 
Christ,  the  Son  (spiritual  exeu^plifica- 
tion)  of  the  living  God,"  Jesus 
answered  and  said,  "Blessed  art  thou 
Simon  Barjona.  for  flesh  and  blood 
(mortal  comprehension)  hatli  not  re- 
vealed it  unto  thee,  but  my  Father 
which  is  in  heaven."  And  then  and 
there  the  Master  laid  the  foundation 
of  his  church  for  all  time,  saying, 
"Upon  this  rock  (spiritual  concept)  I 
will  build  my  church,  and  the  gates  of 
hell  (mortal  comprehension)  shall  not 
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prevail  against  it."  Js'bt  long  after- 
Avards,  Paul  m  his  Second  Epistle  to 
the  Corinthians,  pictured  the  spiritual 
Sonship,  the  spiritual  exemplification 
of  God,  as  the  living  church  of  Christ, 
saying,  "Ye  are  the  temple  of  the  living 
God;  as  God  hath  said,  I  Mill  dwell  in 
thein,  and  walk  in  them,  and  I  Avill  be 
their  God,  and  they  shall  be  my  peo- 
ple." 

The  primitive  Christian  Church  did 
not  consist  of  the  material  buildings  or 
organizations  iji  which  the  primitive 
Christians  assembled,  but  it  was  an  in- 
visible something  that  could  not  be 
erected  Avith  physical  hands, — a  living, 
palpitating  "unity  of  the  Spirit,"  based 
upon  the  reciprocal  understanding  of 
the  Fatherhood  of  God,  and  the 
Brotherhood  of  Man.  It  was  not  a 
material  organization— it  w^as  a  spirit- 
ual organization.  It  was  the  concrete 
exemplification  in  daily  life,  individu- 
ally and  collectively  "of  Christ,  the 
spiritual  Man,  in  the  image  and  like- 
ness of  God ;  of  Truth.  Love,  and  Life, 
demonstrated  in  actual  experience. 

Spiritual  Man  in  the  image  and  like- 
ness of  God,  is  an  independent  man, 
therefore  the  primitive  Christians  were 
independent  spiritual  men,  not  in  bond- 
age to  any  man  nor  to  each  other.  The 
church  which  the  Master  founded  upon 
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the  rock  is  an  independent  spiritual 
church;  therefore  each  primitive 
Christian  Church  was  an  independent 
spiritual  church ;  not  in  bondage  to  a 
]5arent  organization ;  not  seeking  to 
establish  brandies  or  to  ei'ect  a  centra-  i 
lized  authority  over  other  churches.  j 
The  primitive  Christian  Church  was:  j 
a  non-sectarian  organization  knowing-  i 
neither  ''Greelc.  nor  Jew.  nor  Gentile; 
neither  bond  nor  free."  It  existed  in 
an  age  in  wliich  there  was  almost  uni- 
versal belief  in  secret  mental  agencies, 
of  diabolism  and  mystery,  even  Jesus 
being  accused  at  one  time  of  casting 
out  devils  (or  evils)  through  Beelze- 
\mh ;  but  a  careful  study  of  the  New- 
Testament  shows  that  the  Master  and 
his  apostles  regarded  such  superstitions, 
as  the  very  lowest  and  most  debased 
qualities  of  the  human  mind,  being  the 
furthest  removed  from  either  intelli- 
gence, power  or  reality,  and  therefore 
ultimating  in  moral  idiocy  or  total  de- 
pravity. They  regarded  with  pity  the 
masses,  who  were  the  deluded  victims 
of  such  teachings  which  they  denounced 
as  sorcery  and  witchcraft,  and  they  did 
not  have  the  sliglitest  fear  of  those  who 
believed  in  or  taught  such  doctrines, 
liaving  that  perfect  love  (or  under- 
standing that  there  is  but  one  Mind) 
wliich  casteth  out  fear.  1; 
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This  power  of  old  which  inspired  and 
transformed,  which  attracted  with  an 
irresistible  impulse,  multitudes  of  hu- 
manity, was  Love — divine  Love,  which 
is  imited  to  the  abstract  ideal  of  Christ, 
the  perfect  spiritual  Man ;  which  glor- 
ies in  the  demonstration  of  this  ideal 
as  a  concrete  reality  through  tlie  prac- 
tise of  the  Christ-lilce  attributes,  the 
divine  virtues.  They  gloried  in  the 
practise  of  sincerity,  lionesty,  humility, 
patience,  forbearance,  purity,  faith, 
self-sacrifice,  wisdom,  and  obedience; 
rendering  unto  Caesar  the  things  that 
I  are  Caesar's,  but  ahvays  rendering  un- 
to each  other  the  things  that  are  God's. 

The  primitive  Christian  Church 
must  have  been  a  most  remarkable, 
thoroughly  organized,  and  far  reach- 
ling  school  of  divine  metaphysics,  based 
jupoii  a  system  of  instruction  founded 
(by  the  Master  himself,  and  which  must 
have  been  extraordinarily  scientific,  to 
have  held  communities  widely  sepa- 
rated in  such  an  exact  understanding, 
ithat  they  glorified  God  with  "one  mind 
and  one  mouth;"  healed  the  sick,  raised 
the  dead:  and  preached  the  Gospel  in 
the  streets  and  highways  of  a  hostile 
world. 

The  spirit  of  primitive  Christianity 
has  never  been  extinguished,  though  it 
has  been  obscured  through  the  centu- 
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ries.  In  this  modern  era  its  system  of 
teaching  and  practise  has  been  restored, 
and  it  is  today  in  a  wonderful  degree, 
giving  the  same  proofs  of  its  inspired 
origin,  as  it  gave  twenty  centuries  ago. 
It  will  spread  more  rapidly  in  this  day 
and  age,  and  be  founded  on  a  lasting 
basis,  becavise  we  have  Bibles  and  text- 
books; Ave  live  in  an  age  of  liberty  of' 
thought,  speech  and  action;  and'  no 
power  today  ecclesiastical  or  temporal,, 
can  prevent  the  exploration,  study,  re-' 
search  and  demonstration  of  the  Science: 
of  Christianity- -what  is  generally, 
known  today  as  Chi'istian  Science,  dis- 
covered by  Mary  Baker  Eddy,  and  pre-j 
sented  to  the  world  in  her  text-book. 
Science  and  Health  with  Key  to  the 
Scriptures.  j 

On  April  19,  1R70,  at  a  meeting  of! 
the  Christian  Scientist  Association  ini 
Boston,  Mass.,  it  was  voted  on  motion 
of  Mrs.  Eddy, — "To  organize  a  church 
designed  to  commemorate  the  word  and 
works  of  our  Master,  which  should 
reinstate  primitive  Christianity  and  its 
lost  element  of  healing."  ( Church' 
Manual  p.  17.) 

It  is  a  principle  which  has  become 
immemorial,  and  Avhich  appeals  to  the 
reason  and  conscience  of  all  men,  that 
laws  should  be  construed  in  the  liglit 
of  the  intention  of  those  who  enact 
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them;  but  this  principle  is  trodden  un- 
der foot  by  the  Christian  Science  Board 
of  Directors  in  Boston,  who  interpret 
the  Church  Manual  in  such  a  way  that 
there  is  a  rapidly  growing  separation 
between  the  Christian  Science  Church 
md  the  Christian  Science  religion ;  and 
:he  Church  is  becoming  more  and  more 
m  institution,  the  very  opposite  of 
primitive  Christianity.  In  this  day  of 
iberty  of  thought,  speech  and  action, 
n  order  to  preserve  sacred  the  right  of 
jxploration,  study  and  demonstration 
>f  Christian  Science,  it  has  become  the 
duty  of  every  true  Christian  Scientist 
;o  declare  his  spiritual  independence: 
,0  organize  Christian  Science  churches 
khich  are  spiritually  independent ;  and 
;o  hold  out  the  hand  of  fellowship  to 
ill  men  regardless  of  race,  class  or 
;reed,  and  invite  them  to  join  us  in 
larrying  out  Mrs.  Eddy's  intention — 
'to  reinstate  primitive  Christianity." 

For  this  purpose  we  have  organized 
The  Primitive  Church  of  Christ,  Scien- 
ist,  having  the  solemn  conviction  that 
ve  are  the  most  loyal  followers  that 
VTrs.  Eddy  has  in  the  world  today,  r^ot 
•ollowing  her  in  the  spirit  of  obsequi- 
)us  policy,  or  worshipping  her  person- 
ility,  but  doing  exactly  as  she  comman- 
led,  namely  "Follow  your  Leader  only 
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so  far  as  she  follows  Christ."  (Messa-I 
ges  to  the  Mother  Church  p.  34.) 

And  Ave  who  appreciate  and  under- 
stand her  in  her  divine  nature  and 
spiritual  individuality,  send  her  this 
message  through  all  space  and  through 
all  time — 

''O  tender,  loving  Shepherd, 
We  long  to  follow  thee. 
To  follow  Mhere  thou  leadest, 
Tho'  rough  the  path  may  be; 
Tho'  dark  and  heavy  shadows 
Enshroud  the  way  with  gloom, 
We  Imow  that  Love  Avill  guide  us, 
^Vnd  safely  lead  us  home." 

(Christian  Science  Hymnal  p.  292.) 
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